
The Old Tap Dance

Australia, Tas, Cape Barron Island
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Book: Fred Pribac & Stuart Graham, ’Tasmanian Dance Tunes’, Cygnet Folk Festival, 2000

Source: from the playing of the Brown boys & Daryl Maynard & Steve Lowery & Laurie Lowery, Cape Barren Island, Tas
recording held by Tas Aboriginal Council, Hobart

Notes: A version of this tune was collected from Harry McQueen, Castlemaine, Vic
who knew it as "McGlashan’s Step Clog"

History: From the playing of Les Brown, An Aboriginal fiddler from Tasmania. Recorded in the 1960’s. The Brown Boys band played an eclectic mix of old time, trad and country around Tasmania for years. This tune has been found in other districts as well. We don’t know where it comes from. They played it for their Uncle Alfie or Affie wanted to tap dance.  Greg O’Leary, September 2024


